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Look.  Listen.  Learn

Be aware.  Fire can happen anywhere.

September 15, 2018 | Hands & Voices Annual Conference ïCheyenne, WY
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About us

Meredith Hawes

Valerie Abbott
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About NFPA

Global non-profit devoted to eliminating death, injury, property and 

economic loss due to fire, electrical and related hazards. 

Å Support for development, adoption, and 

enforcement of codes and standards

Å Research and data analysis

Å Technical training and certification

Å Public education

ÅOutreach and advocacy
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FAST FACTS

Å Founded in 1896

Å More than 60,000, 

members 

Å 6,000 volunteers

Å 275+ technical 

code development 

committees

Å 300 codes and 

standards

Å 300 employees
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Valerieôs Story
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AGENDA

ÅWhy are we here?  

ÅFire Prevention Week history

Å2018 FPW theme:

Å Look!

Å Listen!

Å Learn!
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Why are we here?

Å How prepared are you?

Å How prepared do you want to be?

Å How prepared are other families with 

deaf and hard-of-hearing children (and 

adults)?

Å How can we spread the word and help 

save lives?
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Fire Prevention Week



Look!
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Look!

Å for places fire could start. Take a good look around your 

home. Identify potential fire hazards and take care of 

them.

9



NFPA.ORG |  © National Fire Protection Association.  All rights reserved.

Leading causes of home fire and prevention

ÅCooking

ÅHeating

ÅElectrical

ÅSmoking
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Cooking

ÅUnattended cooking

Å3 foot ñkid-zoneò

ÅHot, Sometimes Hot

& Not Hot

www.nfpa.org/public-education
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http://www.nfpa.org/public-education
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Hot /Sometimes Hot/Not Hot!
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Video resources

nfpa.org 13

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/People-at-risk/People-with-disabilities/Videos-in-American-Sign-Language

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/By-topic/People-at-risk/People-with-disabilities/Videos-in-American-Sign-Language
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Heating

ÅSpace heaters

ÅMaintenance

ÅProximity
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Electrical

ÅCords

ÅMaintenance

ÅWattage
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Smoking 

ÅWhere people smoke

ÅPutting them out

ÅElectronic Cigs/Vaping
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Reducing the Risks
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Listen!
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Listen!
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Å for the sound of the smoke alarm. You could have only 

minutes to escape safely once the smoke alarm sounds. 

Go to your outside meeting place, which should be a safe 

distance from the home and where everyone should meet.
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Specialized Smoke Alarms
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Access to Alarms

ÅContact your local fire department

ïMany fire departments have installation programs

ïState office

ïAmerican Red Cross

ïCommunity Agencies
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Learn!
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Learn!
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Å two ways out of every room and make sure all doors and 

windows leading outside open easily and are free of 

clutter.
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Home Escape Plan

ÅA home escape plan is your way out of your home if you 

have a fire. After you  plan your escape, all family 

members should practice the escape plan every six 

months. The more you  practice your escape plan, the 

more prepared you  will be to take action in an 

emergency.

Å If you have difficulty making an escape plan, call your 

local fire department and ask for assistance.
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Creating a Home Escape Plan

Steps:

ÅDraw a map of your home

Å2 ways out of every room

ÅWindows and doors open easily

ÅWorking smoke alarms
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Creating a Home Escape Plan

ÅHouse numbers easily seen

ÅTalk with everyone in your family

ÅKnow emergency numbers

ÅPractice!
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Practice around your abilities
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Practice around your abilities

For family members (and kids) who are Deaf

ÅHow to prepare

ÅWhat type of specialized alarm do you have?

ïWhat does it do to alert?

ïHow should they respond?

ïCochlear implants/hearing aids
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Fire
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In a Fireé

ÅFeel your door

ÅStay low 

ÅDefend in place

ÅGet out & Stay out
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In a Fireé

Rapid communication is key

Å If you are Deaf/hard-of-hearing consider ways you might 

communicate

ïPen and paper

ïDry erase

ïKnox Box

ïSigns and signals

32



NFPA.ORG |  © National Fire Protection Association.  All rights reserved. 33



Resources
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Support Recources
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